FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY DOCTORAL PROGRAM
Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Exam Policies and Procedures 

 
Rationale for the Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Exam: 
 
The purpose of the Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Exam is to evaluate the student’s ability to integrate and critically evaluate their overall knowledge about current research and directions in Psychology.  The Comprehensive Exam will test students’ ability to integrate knowledge that they have gained via coursework and practical research/clinical experience, and to critically answer important questions about psychological theory (including but not limited to clinical assessment, clinical intervention, and substantive forensic psychology), diversity and multiculturalism, ethics, and research methods and data analysis.   Hence, the focus of this evaluation is on the student’s ability to integrate information from the relevant basic psychological theories, methodology, ethical issues, diversity issues, law, and research in the topic area. 
 
Competencies to be Demonstrated:
 
Competency in psychological theory will involve the following:
(a) Productively applies existing theory to new problems and applications. 
(b) Appreciates strengths and weaknesses of theories from the perspective of competing theories. 
(c) Recognizes points of difference between competing theories and testable hypotheses that would distinguish between them. 

Competency in ethics will involve correctly applying guidelines regarding treatment of human subjects in research settings and correctly applying ethical guidelines common to all forms of applied psychology. Students in the clinical track will be expected to demonstrate competence with ethical guidelines for clinical practice. 

The competencies assessed for research design and data analysis will include: 
(a) Recognizing the differential importance of research questions. 
(b) Connecting empirical findings to broader theoretical issues beyond the particular area of substantive research represented. 
(c) Understanding strengths and weaknesses of general research methods in an area of research. 

The competencies assessed for multiculturalism will include:
(a) Understanding how culture can affect the study of psychology. 
(b) Understanding how research findings and appropriate research questions can vary by culture. 
(c) Applying these understandings to the critical analysis of theory and research.
 


Timing of the Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Exam: 
 
The students will likely begin working toward taking the Comprehensive Doctoral Exam after completing two years of coursework in the Program.  The Comprehensive Doctoral Exam will ordinarily be taken when the student has completed at least 60 credits of coursework.  Therefore, the Exam will typically be taken after the formation of the Dissertation Committee, between the Second and Third Doctoral Examination.  The successful completion of the Comprehensive Doctoral Exam is a prerequisite for the scheduling and completion of the Third Doctoral Exam defense.
 
Committee for the Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Exam: 
 
The Comprehensive Exam Committee will be a subcommittee of the Curriculum and Examination Committee.  There will be two subcommittees for the Comprehensive Exams, one for the clinical track and one for the experimental track.  The Comprehensive Exam Committee will be formed by nomination or self-nomination each year, and final membership on the Committee for any academic year will be voted on at the election meeting of the full faculty.  The committee will include at least 3 members each of the clinical and experimental faculty.  In the event that there are no nominations or insufficient nominations for membership on the committee, the six faculty members to serve on the committee each year will be appointed by the Subprogram Head on a random and rotating basis.
 
Requirements for the Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Exams: 
 
The Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Exam is a written examination.   
 
Clinical Comprehensive Examination Preparation:

As indicated above, the Clinical Examination will consist of broad questions on multiculturalism, ethics, theory, and research methods and statistics.  The Clinical comprehensive examination subcommittee of the Curriculum and Examination committee will be responsible for selecting the specific questions that will appear on the Examination for each sitting.  The comprehensive examination subcommittee will grade the Examination answers.  To prepare for the Comprehensive Examination, students will be given a reading list of books based on course offerings in the Program and additional important texts and articles.  The sources on this reading list will be approved by the comprehensive examination subcommittee, and any additions to or substitutions on this list will be approved by the committee.  Answers will be graded based on a demonstration of knowledge of, critical thinking about, and integration of the information from these sources.
 
Clinical Comprehensive Examination Procedures:
The Comprehensive Doctoral Examination will be given twice per academic year during the first week of the fall semester and during the first week of the spring semester.  All students taking the Examination will complete the Exam together at John Jay College, proctored by a member of the committee.  Students will be given laptop computers on which to write their answers.  Students will not be permitted to write the Examination on their own computers.  Students will have eight hours to complete the Examination.  Exams will be given in four sections, one for each of the four following topics:  multiculturalism, ethics, theory, and research methods and statistics.  Students will be required to answer one question in each of the four sections.  There will be a choice of two possible questions to answer for each section.  Students will be permitted to bring an annotated bibliography/outline of sources into the examination.  The outline must not contain any original source material, including reproductions of articles, other scholarly works, or any other work from any other medium.  Outlines will be inspected at the start of the Examination for prohibited content.  Any student whose outline contains prohibited information will not be permitted to sit for the exam for that period.  A student excused from the exam for this reason will have to sit for the exam the next time it is offered if it is determined that the inclusion of the prohibited material was a reasonable mistake or misunderstanding.  A student who intentionally brought prohibited material into the exam will be subject to the Graduate Center policy on Cheating and Plagiarism. 
 
Grading of the Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Examination:
 
The Comprehensive Doctoral Examinations will be graded by the comprehensive examination subcommittees.  Each exam answer will be read by no fewer than two members of the committee.  Students will receive their Examination grades approximately one month after the Examination date. 
 
Outcomes of the Clinical Comprehensive Doctoral Examination:
 
Comprehensive Doctoral Examinations will be graded on a “pass” or “fail” basis for each of the four sections.  In order to complete the Comprehensive Doctoral Exam requirement, the student must earn at least a “pass” on all four sections.   A “pass” indicates that the student has completed the requirement and the written examination answers were satisfactory, as determined by the committee. The committee will determine what a minimally passing answer should include for each question.  A “fail” indicates that the student has failed to meet the minimum requirements of that question.  If the student receives a “fail” on any or all individual sections, the student will be required to re-take the examination for those sections only.  Therefore, if a student passes three sections, but fails one, then he or she would only be required to retake the exam for the section for which he or she failed. 

