
 Learning Communities and First-Year Seminars 

First Year Experience, Fall 2010  
 

What is a Learning Community? 
A First Year Experience Learning Community (FYE LC) links two required courses through shared 

themes, activities, and assignments. You take the classes together with the same students. What you learn 

in one class is relevant to what you learn in the other class. Your learning community professors work 

closely together to make sure all students are engaged and actively participating in their learning. 

 

What are some examples of FYE LCs? 
You can choose from a variety of learning communities. Some examples are: English and Speech LC , 

Criminal Justice and English LC, Art and English LC. See the booklet inside for a complete list. Each learn-

ing community connects the courses so that students and professors experience an integrated and inter-

active learning environment together.    

 

What is a First-Year Seminar? 
A First–Year Seminar (FYS) is a course in Political Science, Anthropology, Ethnic Studies, or Speech that 

fulfills general education requirements  or a course in Counseling that can be taken as an elective. Each 

seminar introduces you to a field of study and helps you discover the college community, learn about col-

lege resources, and develop critical study skills.        

 

Benefits of FYE LCs and FYSs  

Taking connected courses that fulfill your requirements 

Smaller class size 

Bonding with fellow students who share your interests 

Building friendships and creating study groups 

Connecting with outstanding professors 

Becoming familiar with the college community and resources 

Participating in group activities such as field trips 

Learning in a collaborative environment 

Becoming more engaged in your learning 

Experiencing greater satisfaction with your learning 

Becoming a more successful student  
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Criminal Justice for students interested in studying criminal justice  

Criminology 101 and English 101  In CRJ 101, you will study the American criminal justice system, examining the police, de-
fense and prosecuting attorneys, courts, institutional and community-based corrections and the juvenile justice system.  ENG 101 
will enhance your writing and critical thinking skills by making connections with the texts and ideas in the Criminal Justice class. 
One theme of the English class will revolve around trials. 

 
Life and Society for students interested in the social sciences 

 Sociology 101 and English 101 (Poverty in the U.S.)  This learning community will introduce you to the discipline of Sociology 
by exploring different aspects of poverty and how poverty is related to issues of gender, race, and culture. The theme-based com-
position course will provide you with the skills to do college-level writing and to think 
and write analytically about sociological data and concepts. 

Sociology 101 and English 101 (The Subway)  In SOC 101, you will learn about so-
cial problems in everyday life and understand key sociological concepts. You will also 
learn how to apply these concepts to your personal experiences and present them in 
unique ways. In ENG 101, you will learn how to combine reading, writing, and re-
search to produce a study of urban living, particularly as it relates to the subway and 
urban transport.  

Anthropology 101 and English 101  ANT 101 course will introduce you to the tech-
niques and concepts of cultural anthropology.  You will learn about conducting fieldwork to study aspects of daily life in different 
communities.  ENG 101 will enhance your writing and critical thinking skills by  making connections with the texts, ideas, and 
fieldwork in the Anthropology course. 

Psychology101 and English 101  This is an introductory Psychology course designed to give a broad overview of the discipline 
and how it relates to everyday life.  We ask questions such as "How do we understand the behavior or ourselves and others?" and 
"How do our genes, our biology, and our environment affect our behavior?"  ENG 101 will provide you with the skills to do college 

level writing.  Using reading, research, and writing, we will explore some of the ques-
tions raised in Psychology. 

Ethnic Studies 125 and English 101 (Sports in American Culture)  ETH 125 will use 
sports in American culture as our theme as it can provide a useful window into the ex-
periences of many groups of people.  We will consider the relationship between sports, 
race, ethnicity, and gender to determine how developments in sports influence, and are 
influenced by, American society and culture. This theme-based composition course will 
provide you with the skills to do college-level writing. 

Ethnic Studies 125 and English 101 (Race, Gender, and Power)  ETH125  will focus on issues of ethnicity, race, and power.  In 
addition, related concepts of gender and sexuality  will be discussed.  These issues will also be examined through the lens of mem-
oir in the writing class. Students will read memoirs by published authors and also construct their own. 

 
Art Tells a Story for students interested in visual arts  

Art 105 and English101 (Modern Art)  In ART 105, you will learn the language of Modern Art through films, slides, and museum 
visits. We will look at modern art as it relates to sociopolitical themes and issues of gender and race. In ENG 101, we will use 
texts—with a particular focus on 20th/21st century visual arts that utilize moving 
images—to examine the role of personal choice. This course will provide you with 
college-level writing skills.   

Art 111 and English 101 (From Drawing to Videogames)  In this LC, you will have 
hands-on studio experience of basic drawing and painting (still lives, portraits and 
collages) and work on the perspective system of the camera obscura that is utilized 
today in video games.  The English class will give you looking, thinking, and writing 
strategies that will enhance your response to a work of art, a text, or a problem.    To-
gether we will visit a gallery and museums. 

Ȱ ) ÌÉËÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÏÔÈ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÈÁÄ 

similar themes and  that  

the professors gave us               

ÊÏÉÎÔ ÁÓÓÉÇÎÍÅÎÔÓȢȱ                                
—Student in LC 01 CRJ and ENG  

ȰWorking together and being 

with the same group of peo-

ple in both classes made it 

easier to learn and get helpȢȱ  
—Student in LC 07 ETH and ENG  

ȰI enjoyed the connection be-

tween classes. I also learned 

very much from our visits to 

museums and galleries.ȱ 
—Student in LC04 ART and ENG 



Effective Arguments and Politics for students interested in developing critical thinking skills  

Philosophy 105 and English 101  This learning community is about critical thinking.  
PHI 105 teaches you how to argue for a claim, how to recognize arguments and how to 
criticize them.  How do you convince someone and when should you be convinced by 
what someone says?  English 101 teaches critical thinking by exploring the mechanics 
of writing, using conventional and unconventional writing forms: from personal narra-
tives to the research paper. 

Political Science 101 and ENG 101  This course will provide an overview of the 
American political system and encourage critical thinking about politics.  We will exam-

ine U.S. governmental institutions, individual and group participation and the process of decision-making as well as key periods in 
the American political development.  In English 101, you will practice writing and gain the skills and strategies  to do college-level 
research  and writing.  You will examine your own assumptions and understanding about the American political system through 
reading, writing, and talking. 
Political Science 101 and Speech 113  POL101 will give you the information and analytical skills needed for passing an in-
formed judgment on the workings and actions of our government.  We will be concerned with how and why the American politi-
cal system operates as it does.  With instruction and practice in the Speech class, students will develop clear, confident, and effec-
tive oral communication skills.  Using material from the Political Science class, students 
will work on informative, persuasive, and commemorative speeches. 

English 101 and Speech 113  ENG101 and ENG 113 will work together so students 
will be able to communicate effectively and confidently in a range of situations.  In 
English, you will develop critical thinking and writing skills needed to communicate in 
academic, scientific, and professional communities.  In Speech, you will develop com-
munications skills for a range of situations: public speaking, small and large group 
presentations, one-to-one briefing and negotiations. 

 

EAP Students for students who speak a language other than English to develop academic English skills   

English for Academic Purposes 121 and Communication Skills 102 and Counseling 112 (Communicating in College)  
This learning community will help students who learned English as a second language become fluent speakers and writers of Eng-
lish, so that they communicate comfortably in college.  

English for Academic Purposes 131 and Speech 113 (Professional Communication) This learning community will help stu-
dents develop the ability to speak and write professionally in college and in their future careers.  

English 100 and Ethnic Studies 125 (Ethnicity)  This learning community will focus 
on ethnicity. The classes will use both non-fiction and fiction texts. The ENGW 100 pro-
fessor will help students with the readings in both courses, and the writing assign-
ments in both classes will prepare students to pass the CUNY Assessment Test in Writ-
ing.  

English 100  and Sociology 101 (Social Issues)  This learning community will focus 
on social issues, such as drug use and criminal behavior. The classes will use both non-
fiction and fiction texts. The ENGW 100 professor will help students with the readings 

in both courses, and the writing assignments in both classes will prepare students to 
pass the CUNY Assessment Test in Writing.  

 
Forensic Science linked courses for students whose major is Forensic Science or Fire Science 

Chemistry and Mathematics  In the Mathematics course, students will be introduced to the concepts of college algebra with the 
aim of developing quantitative skills as well as a better understanding of various chemistry topics. The Chemistry course is pri-
marily intended for Forensic Science and Fire Science majors, as well as others interested in developing a basic understanding of 
general chemistry principles. These linked courses are offered in three different combinations.  See an advisor for placement 
requirements.  

ȰBoth teachers were funny. 

They taught in interesting 

ways.  This grabbed my      

attention and I learned a lot.ȱ 
—Student in  LC 011 PHI and ENG  

ȰBoth professors were excel-
lent. Having the same class-
mates made communication 

easier and the entire             
atmosphere comfortable.ȱ 

—Student in  LC 017 CHE and MAT  

ȰBoth classes were connected 
and organized. In both classes 

we were able to do different 
assignments that connected 

one class with the other.ȱ 
—Student in  LC 023 ETH and EAP 
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F a l l  2 0 1 0  F i r s t - Y e a r  S e m i n a r s  

First-Year Seminar in Political Science 101  In this seminar, you will study the basic principles of American government and 
political culture through examination of institutions, processes, and policies. You will also develop an understanding of the col-
lege processes and policies in relation to your class assignments.  

First-Year Seminar in Anthropology 101  In this seminar, you will learn about anthropology and about college at the same 
time. You are going to learn how anthropologists observe and analyze human behavior, and social and cultural patterns by using 
research methods such as field observations and notes to study college life at John Jay.  

First-Year Seminar in Ethnic Studies  125  In this seminar, you will learn about historical and contemporary issues related to 
racial, ethnic, religious, and cultural diversity in the United  States through examination of such concepts as assimilation, dis-
crimination, integration, pluralism, racism, and segregation. You will also develop an understanding of the college experience, 
academic processes, and expectations in relation to your class assignments.  

First-Year Seminar in Speech 113  In this seminar, you will practice effective methods of oral communication through instruc-
tion in voice and diction, oral interpretation, public speaking, and group discussion. Your assignments will allow you to explore 
the college community, policies, and resources.  

First-Year Seminar in Counseling 112 (Personal Development)  This seminar will assist you with specific difficulties encoun-
tered in the early stages of your college career, including time management, test anxiety, values clarification, decision-making, 
and issues of health and well being.  Together we will explore the role of emotional intelligence and mindfulness in academic, 
personal, and career success. Active learning methods will include self-assessment, dialogue, critical thinking, and multi-cultural 
research. 

First-Year Seminar in Counseling 112 (Human Services)  This seminar will introduce you to college norms, expectations, and 
academic work. It will also provide supportive environment for you  to share the anxieties of transitioning to college, to have 
your questions answered, and to get to know your fellow first-year students. In this course, you will work on a common project 
through the New York Organ Donor Network’s College Initiative Program.   

First-Year Seminar in English 100W  In this seminar, which is designed for students who speak a language in addition to Eng-
lish, you will learn how to write not only academic assignments, but also emails and letters to communicate and negotiate with 
your professors and college administrators. Your assignments will allow you to explore the college community, policies, and 
resources. 

 

1. Go to http://jjaycuny.redroverhq.com/login. 
2. Click on SIGN UP (You can sign up using your Facebook login information, or by entering any email and cre-

ating a password). 
3. Fill out the information on each page as prompted.  To move to the next screen, click NEXT PAGE at the bot-

tom of each page.  You can fill out as much or as little about yourself as you want—you can always return 
later to edit your profile. 

4. When you are finished with all the personal input pages, you will be at the homepage. Click on the GROUPS 
tab.  Then click on ALL GROUPS. 

5. Find the First Year Experience Group and click on JOIN. 
 

On the First Year Experience group page, you will see links to various John Jay student and program blogs.  Click 
around, and if you like what you see, subscribe to them. 
 
Later today, log back into Red Rover and look around.  You can edit your interests and information by clicking on 
the MY PROFILE tab, or click on the CAMPUS INTERESTS tab to see what other students are interested in and add 
those tags to your account.  If you have a blog, make sure to add it to the links in your profile page. 

 G e t  C o n n e c t e d   
     to other John Jay first-year students  

     before school starts in 5 easy steps! 

http://jjaycuny.redroverhq.com/login

